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I n a dictatorship such as the regime that
currently rules Pakistan, where free
debate is suppressed, and natural sciences
remainat thedisproportionatedisposal of the
defence complex, the slow progressin the
development of social sciencesisnormal.
The book under review is a collection of
papers contributed by top Pakistani social
scientistshighlighting the difficultiesthey
face in their respective disciplines.

Rasul Bakhsh Rais, professor of inter-
national relations, Quaid-i-Azam Univer-
sity, ISslamabad, in his paper, ‘ Teaching of
International Relations in Pakistani Uni-
versities', argues that the subject has not
properly developed in Pakistani universi-
ties, and has strong foundation only at
| lamabad and Karachi Universitieswhere
facilities for proper research exist. Many
teachers in the country, who have no
exposure to western universities, are un-
aware of several conceptual debates. Thus
they teach in a descriptive manner. The
Foreign Officedocumentsareinaccessible
to the academic community which is
deprivedfrom primary sourcesof research.
Students have few optiona subjects to
select; theories of International Relations,
International Law, Political Economy, and
the post-war era are taught as compulsory
subjects. This makes the subject dull.
International Relations help students ap-
pearing for the competitive examinations.
Rais points out that the lure of good
salaries at private universities, on the one
hand, and the intellectually congested
academic environment, on the other,
impels many reputed academics either to
join private sector universities or go
abroad. He recommends that the for-
mation of an International Studies
Association in collaborationwithregiona
scholarswill helpenormously inthegrowth
of the discipline.

Ayesha Siddiga, a well-known defence
analysis, dilating on the ‘ Development of

Strategic Studies' suggests that Strategic
Studies is in effect the policy science for
formulating polices on national security.
In Pakistan the definition of national
security isprincipally the army’ s domain.
The army’s influence in the development
of Strategic Studiesasasubject and policy
has been so predominant that on the re-
commendation of the elite military insti-
tution, the National Defence College
(NDCQC), the Quaid-i-Azam University,
Islamabad awards a one-year in masters
degree to its graduates just for writing a
paper aimedat pleasing their senior officers.
Ironically, this one-year degreeis equiva
lent to the two-year masters degree of the
same university. Strategic analysis is an
expertise that is the prerogative of the
armed forces, some retired diplomats,
journalistsand academics, closetothearmy.
Thereisrelatively littleindependent think-
ing on policy matters. Citing the example
of theKargil crisisof 1999, Siddigapoints
outs that much has been written on this
topic in India but only one version of the
event, written by Shireen Mazri, whichis
the government’ s version has appeared in
Pakistan (Nawaz Sharif’ s version was not
available in 2003). Because of dearth of
data, in comparison to foreign scholars,
like Stephen Cohen, who have been given
generous access to data by military estab-
lishment on strategic issues, Pakistani
academics do not produce world-class
research on strategic matters. Summing up
her discussion, shearguesthatitisnot only
Strategi c Studies, but educationasawhole,
particularly social sciences, that arein the
state of limbo in Pakistan.

Ideology as History

Moonis Ahmar and Farhan Siddigi of
Karachi University, in their paper ‘ Peace
and Conflict Resolution Studies’ opinethat
thisisarelatively new discipline that has
emerged from the traditional discipline of
International Relations, focused on
Morgenthau’ sconcept of “realism”.‘ Peace
and conflict resolution, doesnot concentrate
solely on interstate wars and conflict, but
also studies issues such as ethnic violence,
staterepressionandsocial conditionswhich
influencethe growth of crime, inequalities
in society, etc. Ahmar and Siddigi seem-
ingly forget thecontribution of John Burton
in offering ‘The World Society’ as an
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aternate paradigm to the study of Inter-
national Relations. The Nordic countries
played apioneering roleinthedevel opment
of Conflict Resolution. The subject came
to Indiafirst and then to Pekistan, where it
faced <tiff resistancefromthearmedforces,
jihadis and their like-minded academics,
to whom the study of Conflict Resolution
looked like a conspiracy to undermine
Pakistan’s military preparedness against
themilitarily strong “Hindu Indiaor I srael
who are bent on disintegrating it”. Peace
Studies received amomentum in Pakistan
after former primeminister Atal VVajpayee’s
visittoldamabadin2004, and the processes
Track-11 and Track-111 diplomacy. Now it
is even offered in the National University
of Science and Technology (NUST), but
is reportedly funded by the armed forces.

Mubarak Ali Khan, a non-conformist
hi storian deal swiththeproblemof construc-
tion of an artificial history subservient to
theideology of Pakistan. Accordingtothis
notion of history, Pakistan was created in
712 AD,whentheArabinvader, Mohmmed
Bin Qasim, conquered Sindh and laid the
foundation of an Islamic polity in the
subcontinent, which ultimately attainedits
formal shape in 1947. Khan correctly
suggests that young minds are not happy
with this coupling of ideology and history;
thusthisofficial interpretation isrejected,
principaly by Sindhi intellectuals. They
presenttheir ownlocal history. Khanopines
that history as a discipline should not be at
thedisposal of state-sponsoredideol ogues.

Pickingupthetheme, Syed Jaffar Ahmed,
thedirector of the Pakistan StudiesCentre,
Karachi University, deals with the prob-
lem of teaching Pakistan Studies in the
country, which he believes has been re-
peated for 12 years at school and the
university levels, justtobrainwash students
tojustify thecreation of Pakistan. Heargues
that the syllabushasbeen designedin such
a manner that one gets impression that
Pakistanisatheocratic state, apart of west
and central Asiaonly marginally connected
with the Indian subcontinent. From this
perspective, Hindus and British are the
enemies or conspirators. Only the true
faithful can savethe country frominternal
and external machinations. Ahmed states
that the governments of Zulfiquar Ali
Bhutto, and Benazir Bhutto, planned to
replace this unrealistic mindset by
introducing the country as an amalgam of
similar local cultures. They also intended
to introduce regional languages as a
measure for national integration. But this
schemewastorpedoed by religiousparties
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which perceived it asaconspiracy against
the country and religion. He strongly
believes that Pakistan studies should be
taught onthe pattern of areastudies, where
astudent learns about the culture, history,
geopolitics and economics of her country.

Rubina Saigol, one of the editors of the
volume, in her concluding chapter argues
that the study of subjects like History,
Philosophy, Political Science and Socio-
logy, etc, which are helpful for an under-
standing of state, ingtitutions, society and
culture, isonthedeclinein Pekistan for two
principal reasons: first, they do not have
market value, whereas most students go
for Information Technol ogy and Computer
Sciences, BusinessStudies, and Economics;
secondly, Pakistanlacksscholarly tradition;
state interference in university has stifled
the growth of independent inquiry. The
right todissent hasbeen takenaway through
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anumber of publications, ordinances and
libel and defamation laws curtail press
freedom and all freedom of thought and
action. Thenet result of thisstate of affairs
isthat ascomparedtolndia, social sciences
have not markedly developed in Pakistan.
Saigol is optimistic that in a democratic
set-up things will improve. She also ad-
vises that only a serious commitment by
the state to divert resources from non-
development expenditure into education
will ultimately solve the problem.
Saigol’s concluding remarks about the
trampling of freedom of expression by the
stateor theuniversity machinery in Pakistan
would certainly vindicate those academic
dissenterswho have endured the ordeal of
persecutionand prosecutionbecauseof their
original and argumentative ideas. EIM
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